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SERVICE DOOR. FEW PEOPLE SAW THEM, AND 
NONE RESPONDED TO THE FRIGHTENED LOOK 
ON ELENA'S FACE. 
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Everything You 
Wanted To 
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MAKE SURE THAT 
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WORLD 16 
CRUMBLING 
AROUND ME. 


R/ PERHAPS 
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I WANT MY 
FATHER BACK ! 
I WANT MY 
WORLD 10 BE 
NORMAL AGAIN! 


1§ 156 
INSANE - 
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TOO FAST ! 


1F WE WORK 
TOGETHER, WE 
WILL BOTH GET 
WHAT WE WANT. 


WHAT ARE YOU SAYING 2 
THAT MY FATHER 1S ALIVE }, 
AGAIN 2/7 
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POSSIBILITY 
MUST 6E 

CONSIDERED. 


THERE ARE ONLY 
TWO EXPLANATIONS 
FOR WHAT HAPPENED 
HERE. EITHER HIS BODY 
WAS STOLEN, OR OUR 
RE-ANIMATION SERUM 


HE MIGHT BE 
RESONSIBLE FOR 
THE DEATH OF THE 
NIGHT 
WATCHMAN - 


“BUT .,, IF THAT'S TRUE, WHERE 
1S HE 2 WOULDN'T HE TRY TO 
SEE ME ..,OR YOU 2" 


“HE MAY YET. BUT WE 
MIGHT NOT WANT TO 


WE DON’T KNOW 
WHAT INTELLECTUAL 
LEVEL HE'S OPERAT- 

ING ON, HE MIGHT BE 
ACTING ACCORDING TO 
SOME INSTINCT THAT 
HE CAN'T CONTROL. 


OH, GOD, WE'VE GOT TO HELP 
a HIM ! BUT HOW ARE WE 
Ba GOING TO FIND HIM 
am IN A CITY THE SIZE 
j = OF ZURICH2 


AND I WANT YOU 
TO GO THROUGH THE 
PROFESSOR’S 
PAPERS -- 


WE START BY STUDYING 
THE NEWSPAPERS FOR ANY VeA | 7 
STORIES ABOUT UNUSUAL A 
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AWARE oF.” ie THEORIES WERE ALways K4 
ifs CONTROVERSIAL..." Sa 


MIGHTY DAMBALLAH, 
LORD OF THE LOA, 
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A FEW DAYS LATER, AT 
THE UNIVERSITY OF 

& ZURICH ws, 


soe THE UNIVERSITY’S 

INQUIRY INTO THE 

DEATH OF HANS GRUBER 
GRINDS ON ws, 


HERBERT WEST KNEW THAT HIS YWISA 
WOULD BE REVOKED IF HE DIDN'T 
ATTEND, BUT HE BARELY OT 


HEARO THE 
STREAM OF WITNESSES AND QUESTIONS-~ 
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HIS AGILE MIND RAN THROUGH 
THEORY AFTER THEORY, TRYING 
TO FIND AN EXPLANATION FOR 
GRUBER'S DISAPPEARANCE . 
AEE Ee EA a BY 


PART OF WEST WANTED TO SHOUT 
A see ee ane nae 
iM N ! HANS GR 
OUT THERE, SOMEWHERE ! HE'S ppc hel EE, 
“ 
ALIVE /” _ PLEASE . 
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NOT THAT Z’°VE 

HEARD. I THINK 
THEY‘/VE WRITTEN 
IT OFF AS SIMPLE 
VANDALISM. 


7 IN FACT, I'VE JUST DISCOVERED 
Seo EEL NO SOMETHING THAT MAY HELP YOU. 
ANIMOSITY TOWARD YOU. AS FAR SEVERAL YEARS AGO, HANS GRUBER 
AS J’M CONCERNED, THE JOB OF WROTE ME SEVERAL LETTERS, 
THIS BOARD IS SIMPLY TO FIND A b . TALKING ABOUT HIS WORK. 
THE TRUTH. 2 


APPARENTLY, HE WROTE THE 


LETTERS ON SCRATCH PAPER. REALLY ? 

THERE ARE CHEMICAL FORMULAS THAT WAS A 

ON THE BACK THAT I THINK "| CONVENIENT 
YOU SHOULD SEE. DISCOVERY . 
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7 I'VE BEEN THINKING A8OUT 

THE LETTERS EVER SINCE I 
HEARD ABOUT GRUBER'S DEATH. 
BUT I DIDN'T WANT TO SAY 
ANYTHING UNTIL I ACTUALLY 
LOCATED THEM- 


PERHAPS YOU WOULD LIKE TO COME 
TO MY HOME iy epee TO EXAMINE 
mM, 


I CAN TAKE CARE OF THAT. I’M 
SURE SHE'LL BE VERY INTERESTED 
IN THESE LETTERS 
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SETTLING THE 
PROFESSOR ‘S 
ESTATE - 
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STILL IN 
ZURICH 7 


DO YOU KNOW WHERE x 

SHE CAN BE REACHED 2 

I'D LIKE a INVITE HER 
T00. 
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MENT: THE DEAD IN THEIR MASQUERADE / 


One of the things we like to do 
with first issue is to make 
advanced photocopies available 
to our regular letter-writers. 

This gets.us instant 
feedback on the books and a 
letter column for the early «. 
issues. It's also hoped that it 
spurs on the lazy members of. 
our audience to take pen in 
hand and get their feelings 
known. It is, after all, onlya 
29¢ stamp-stilla bargain 
compared to living in, say, 
Eastern Europe, if the Postmas- 
ter General is to be believed. 

So what are you waiting 
for? Lick the envelope shut and 
slap on a stamp. Maybe 
someday you'll be getting an 
advanced peek at an upcoming 
Adventure title. 
Dear Tom, 

Thanks for the advance 
copy of Re-Animator: Dawn Of 


The Re-Animator #1. First off, |= 


should mention that I’ve never 
seen the Re-Animator movie. 
With that said, | think Dawn #1 
is very self-contained and was’ 
written in such a way that no 
knowledge of the movie was 
necessary. The story was pretty 
straightforward. The dialogue 
was pretty well on the mark, 
although | found a few in- 
stances a bit too melodramatic. 
The art was very simplistic, but 
| liked it. However, there were 
also a few instances where 
there were a few unnecessary 
panels and some panels 
seemed out of place. Also, all 
the characters looked too much 
alike, the same build and same 
height for example. 

In summation, | found Re- 
Animator: Dawn Of The Re- 


LETTERS OF THE RE-ANIMATOR 


c/o Adventure Comics, 5321 Sterling Center Drive, Westlake Village, CA 91361 


Animator #1 to be a quick 
read, but there was nothing 
exceptional about it. Too bad 
this comic is going to be black 
and white, because it needs 
some color to help alleviate the 
confusion. It didn’t interest me 
enough to purchase it just from 
looking at the advance copy, 
but if | see it in the store, | 
might browse through it. 

Conroy Jett 

Falmouth, VA 


Thanks for the feedback, 
Conroy. | recommend that you 
seek out the original Re- 
Animator movie as quickly as 
possible—not just because of 
the connection that it has to 
this comic, but also because it's 
great entertainment. 


Dear Bill, 
Just read your photocopy 
of the first issue of ReAnima- 


_tor: Dawn Of The Re-Animator 


and was quite impressed. | will 
most certainly purchase the 
issues at the newsstands when 
released. | thank you for letting 
me preview this exciting new 
series and will certainly men- 
tion it in my Fans of Horror 
newsletter. 

If possible | would like to 
be kept up to date on the 
release of subsequent issues 
and any other horror-related 
comic releases so | can pass it 
along to my readers. | don’t 
collect many comics, but I’m 
definitely going to look out for 
your comic. 

Until next time, 

Joseph Olszewski, Jr. 

Philadelphia, PA 


Thanks for the kind words, 


Joseph. Re-Animator: Dawn Of 
The Re-Animator is a monthly 
mini-series of just four issues. 
It'll run from February '92-May 
'92 and you can find it at any 
quality comic book store in 
your neighborhood. 

If they don’t have it or 
you've missed an issue or two, 
you can order them directly 
from our back issue depart- 
ment (the address is the same 
as above). 

See you next issue! 

—Tom Mason 


HIGH SOCIETY: The last time | 
spoke with Brian Yuzna 
(producer of the original Re- 
Animator and director of Bride 
Of The Re-Animator), he had 
just finished up a movie called 
Society. He was very excited 
about the whole thing. 

It's a horrific examination 
of American society where the 
rich get richer and the poor 
get...well, it is a horror movie, 
after all. It's gotten tremen- 
dous acclaim in England where 
it played last summer and it's 
finally made it's way to 
America. 

The movie is currently 
playing a limited series of dates 
around the country and should 
be out on video by Summer or 
Fall '92. 


NEXT ISSUE: Our gruesome 
twosome, Elena Gruber and 
Herbert West meet with a less 
than pleasant surprise! And, of 
course, there will be zombies 
galore! 
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HALLOWEEN 
TERROR 
#1 $2.50 


HAMSTER VICE 
#2 $1.00 


HARTE OF 
DARKNESS 
#1-4 $2.50ea 


HEADLESS 
HORSEMAN 
#1-2 $2.25ea 


HOWL 
#1-2 $2.25ea 


HUMAN 
GARGOYLES 
#1-4 $1.95ea 


| LOVE LUCY 
#1-6 $2.95ea 


| LOVE LUCY 
TOO! 
#1-6 $2.95ea 


INTERACTIVE 
COMICS 
#1-3 $4.95ea 


INVADERS FROM 
MARS 

#1-3, Book II #1-3 
$2.50ea 


INVISOWORLD 
#1 $1.95 


JACK THE RIPPER 
#2-3 $2.25¢a 


JACKAROO 
#1-3 $2.25ea 


JEREMIAH 
#1, 2 $2.50ea 


JEREMIAH: FIST 
FULL OF SAND 
#1-2 $2.50ea 


JEREMIAH: THE 
HEIRS 
#1-2 $2.50ea 


JOHNNY ATOMIC 
#1-3 $2.50ea 


KID CANNIBAL 
#1-3 $2.50ea 


KIKU SAN 
#1-6 $1.95ea 


KILLING STROKE 
#1-4 $2.50ea 


LENSMAN 

#1-6 $2.25ea 
Collector's Edition 
#1(56 pages) 
$3.95 


LENSMAN: 
GALACTIC 
PATROL 
#1-5 $1.95ea 


LENSMAN: WAR 
OF THE GALAXIES 
#1-3, 5, 7 $2.25ea 


LIBERATOR 
#146 $1.95ea 


LIVINGSTONE 
MOUNTAIN 
#1-4 $2.50ea 


LOGAN'S RUN 
#2, 5, 6 $2.25ea 


LOGAN'S WORLD 
#1-5 $2.50ea 


LUNATIC BINGE 
#1 $1.00 


MANTUS FILES 
#1-4 $2.50ea 


MEN IN BLACK 
BOOK II #1-3 
$2.50ea 


MERLIN 
#1, 2, 46 $2.50ea 


METAL BIKINI 
#1-6 $2.25ea 


MONSTER FRAT 
HOUSE 
#1 $2.25 


MUMMY'S CURSE 
#1-4 $2.25ea 


MUTANT ZONE 
#1-3 $2.50ea 


NAZRAT 
#6 $1.00 


NEW HUMANS 
#3-13 $1.95ea 
Annual #1$2.95 


NINJA 
#6,7,11-12 
$1.95 ea 
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NINJA HIGH 
SCHOOL 

#1 (60pp) $2.95 
#3 1/2, #4 
$2.25ea, 

#6 (2nd print) 7, 9, 
11, 14-16, 19, 20 
$1.95ea, 24-31 
$2.25ea 


NOCTURNE 
#1-3 $2.50ea 


OUT OF THIS 
WORLD 
#1 $3.50 


PENDRAGON 
#1-2 $2.95ea 


PENTACLE 
#1-4 $2.25¢a 


PLAN 9 FROM 
OUTER SPACE: 30 
YRS. LATER 

#1-3 $2.25ea 


PLANET OF 
THE APES 
#1(3rd print), 
3-6, 8, 10, 12-21 
$2.50ea Limited 
Edition #1 $5.00, 
Annual #1 $3.50 


PLANET OF 

THE APES: BLOOD 
OF THE APES 

#1-4 $2.50ea 


PLANET OF THE 
APES (TERROR ON 
THE) 

#1-4 $2.50ea 


PLANET OF THE 
APES: URCHAK'S 
FOLLY 

#1-4 $2.50ea 


PLANET-X 
#1 $2.50 


POLLY AND HER 
PALS 
#1-5 $2.95ea 


POWER (THE) 
#1-2 $2.25ea, #3-4 
$2.50ea 


PRIVATE EYES: 
THE SAINT 
#1-3 $1.95ea 
#4 $2.95, #5 
$3.50, #6 $3.95 


PUBLIC ENEMIES 
#1, 2 $3.95ea 


RETIEF 
#1,2, 46 $2.25ea 


RETIEF: 
DIPPLOMATIC 
IMMUNITY 


#1-2 $2.50ea 


RETIEF: GARBAGE 
INVASION 
#1 $2.50 


RETIEF: GIANT 
KILLER 
#1 $2.50 


RETIEF: GRIME 
AND PUNISH- 
MENT 

#1 $2.50 


RETIEF AND THE 
WARLORDS 
#1-4 $2.50ea 


RIO KID 
#1-3 $2.50ea 


ROBIN HOOD 
#2-4 $2.25ea 


ROBOTECH II: 
SENTINELS 
#1(1st print) 
$3.50 #1(2nd 
print), #2, #2 (2nd 
print),45, 8-15 
$1.95ea, Wedding 
Special #1 $1.95 
Book II #1 $2.25, 
#2 $2.75, #3-11 
$2.25ea, #12 
$2.50, Handbook 
#1-3 $2.50ea 


ROBOTECH II: 
SENTINELS— 
Cyberpirates 
#1-4 $2.25ea 


ROBOTECH II: 
SENTINELS— 
Malcontent 
Uprisings 
#1-4, #6-11 
$1.95ea 


ROCKET RANGER 
#2 $2.95 


SAMURAI 
#1-6 $1.95¢a 


SANTA CLAWS 
#1 $2.95 


SCARLET IN 
GASLIGHT 
#4 $1.95 


SCUM OF THE 
EARTH 
#1-2 $2.50ea 


SEDUCTION 
#1 $2.50 


SHATTERED 
EARTH 
1-9 $1.95ea 


SHERLOCK 
HOLMES 


#2-10,13, 15 
$1.95ea, 17, 20, 
22, 23 $2.50ea 
Casebooks #1-2 
$1.95ea 


SHERLOCK 
HOLMES 

Case of Blind Fear 
#1-4 $1.95ea 


SHERLOCK 
HOLMES 
Missing Martian 
#1, 3, 4$2.25ea 


SHERLOCK 
HOLMES OF THE 
‘30s 

#1-7 $2.95ea 


SHERLOCK 
JUNIOR 
#1-3 $2.50ea 


SHURIKEN NEW 
SERIES 
#1-6 $2.50ea 


SHURIKEN: COLD 
STEEL 

#195¢ 

#3-4, 6 $1.95ea 


SHURIKEN: TEAM- 


SILVER STORM 
#1, 3, 4$2.25ea 


SINBAD 
#1-3 $2.25ea, Book 
ll #1-4 $2.50ea 


SOLO EX- 
MUTANTS 
#5, 6 $2.95ea 


SOUTHERN 
SQUADRON 
#1-4 $2.25ea 
BOOK II #1-2 
$2.50ea 


SPICY TALES 

#1, 2, 7 $1.95ea, 
10, 11, 14 $2.25ea, 
16-17 $2.50ea, 
18-20 $2.95ea 


STRANGE 
WORLDS 
#1 $3.75 


STREET HEROES 
#1 $1.95 


TEAM NIPPON 
#1-7 $1.95ea 


TERROR TALES 
#1 $2.50 


THREE MUSKE- 
TEERS 
#1-2 $1.95ea 


TIGER-X 
Original series 
#1, 3 $1.95ea 
Special #1 (1st 
print) $2.25 
Special #1 (2nd 
print) $2.25 
Book Il #1-4 
$1.95ea 


TIME MACHINE 
#1-3 $2.50ea 


TOM CORBETT 
Book One 

#1-4 $2.25¢ea 
Book Two 
#1-4 $2.25¢a 


TOM CORBETT 
The Original 
Space Cadet 
#1-5 $2.25ea 


TORG 
#1 $2.50 


TORMENT 
#1 $2.95 ea 


TORRID 
AFFAIRS 
#1-2 $2.25ea 
#35 (60 pp) 
$2.95ea 


TOUGH GUYS & 
WILD WOMEN 
#2 $2.50 


TROUBLE 

WITH GIRLS 
Volume 1: 11-14 
$1.95ea, Annual #1 
$4.50, V2 #5, 7-9, 
11, 12, 16, 18, 22 
$1.95ea, X-Mas 
Special #1 $2.95 


TROUBLE WITH 
GIRLS: CLASSIC 
GIRLS 

#2-4 $2.50 


TROUBLE WITH 
GIRLS: LESTER 
GIRLS 

#1-3 $2.50¢ea 


TWILIGHT 
AVENGER 

#1,3, 5-6 $1.95ea, 
78 $2.25¢a 


TWO THOUSAND 
MANIACS 
#1-3 $2.50ea 


VAMPYRES 
#1, 3-4 $2.25ea 


VERDICT 
#1-4 $1.00ea 


VICTIMS 
#1-5 $1.95ea 


VIDEO 
CLASSICS 
Mighty Mouse! 
#1-2 (60pp) 
$3.50ea 


WALKING DEAD 
#1-2 $2.25¢a 
Zombie Special #1 
$2.25 


WARLOCK 5 
#16-22 $1.95ea 
Book Il #1,3-7 
$1.95ea 


WARLOCKS 
#1 $2.25 
#2-10,12 $1.95ea 


WAR OF THE 
WORLDS 
#1-3, 5, 6 $1.95ea 


WEREWOLF AT 
LARGE 
#2, 3 $2.25 ea 


WILD KNIGHTS 
#2, 410 $1.95 ea 


3-D COMICS 
WITH 
GLASSES 


CAT TALES: FELIX 
THE CAT 
3-D $2.95 


DINOSAURS FOR 
HIRE 3-D #1 
$2.95 


| LOVE LUCY 3-D 
#1 $2.50 


Minimum Order: $10. 
Shipping = 4th Class $2.00 
+ 20¢ per comic/1st Class 
$2.00 + 35¢ per comic/ 
Canada & Mexico $3.00 + 
30¢ per comic/Intena- 
tional surface $4.00 + 45¢ 
per comic/International 
airmail $6.00 + 45¢ per 
comic. Please state shipping 
method desired with order. 
VISA/MASTERCARD, money 
orders and checks only. 
Please do not send cash. 
Prices subject to change. 
Catalog included with every 
order. If you would like a 
complete catalog before 
ordering please write to us. 
We have many more comics 
and also an entire selection 
of graphic novels available. 
Send orders and make 
checks payable to: 
MALIBU GRAPHICS 
PUBLISHING GROUP 5321 
Sterling Center Dr., 
Westlake Village, CA 
91361-4613. Call or FAX in 
your order to: Phone (818) 
889-9800 FAX (818) 889- 
6800. Write to us if you'd 
like a catalog of our adult 
comics and state your age. 
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PART FOUR: 

COMICS GO TO WAR 

Paul H. Stewart and Associates 
and the Market Research 
Corporation of America found in 
their surveys that 44 percent of 
the men in training camps during 
World War Il read comic books 
regularly, while an additional 13 
percent read them occasionally. In 
Army post exchanges, comic 
books outsold the most popular 
national magazines ten to one, 
while 41 percent of the male and 
28 percent of the female adult 
civilian population were found to 
be regular comic book readers. 
One study indicated that 25 
percent of adult high school 
graduates and 16 percent of adult 
college graduates read comic 
books. Twelve percent of the 
nation’s school teachers were also 
reported as readers. At Post 
Exchanges, the combined sales of 
the three leading magazines Life, 
Reader’s Digest and The Saturday 
Evening Post added up to only a 
tenth of comic book sales. 

While America didn’t 
officially enter World War II until 
the attack on Pearl Harbor in 
December 1941, in the comic 
books American heroes had been 
battling the foreign menace for 
many months. The newsstands 
were glutted with more and more 
superhero comic books and it 
quickly became apparent that 
these mystery men and women 
needed a grander challenge than 
mere gangsters and mad 
scientists. 

ML)’s The Shield was the first 
of the patriotic heroes garbed in 
the stars and stripes motif but this 
claim to fame was quickly 
eclipsed by one of the most 
popular of comic book characters, 
Captain America. Created by the 
team of Joe Simon and Jack Kirby, 
the red, white and blue avenger 
burst onto the scene in early 1941 
along with his plucky kid sidekick, 
Bucky Barnes. Simon was 
originally going to call the 
character “Super American” but at 
the last moment decided to go 
with a more military sounding 
name, perhaps inspired by the 
success of Captain Marvel. The 
name Bucky came from Simon’s 
high school basketball friend, 
Bucky Pierson. 

A sickly Steve Rogers is 
unable to enlist because of “his 
unfit condition” so he allows 
himself to become a test subject 
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for a serum designed to create a 
corps of super agents for the 
United States. When Professor 
Reinstein, the inventor of the 
serum, is killed by an enemy 
agent, Private Steve Rogers finds 
himself the first and last of these 
super soldiers. Although he is now 
Captain America, he hides his 
identity, like Superman, as a 
bumbling private at Camp Leigh 
to the constant annoyance of Sgt. 
Duffy. Adolph Hitler was too 
much a buffoon to give Cap any 
real trouble so the Red Skull was 
invented. 

What set Captain America 
apart from his many competitors 
was the artwork of Jack Kirby. His 
dynamic style was the result of 
increasing production pressure as 
he churned out countless comic 
book pages. “I had to draw faster 
and faster, and the figures began 
to show it. Arms got longer, legs 
bent to the action, torsos twisted 
with exaggerated speed. My pace 
created distortions. | discovered 
the figures had to be extreme to 
have impact, the kind of impact | 
saw in my head,” explained Kirby 
to artist Jim Steranko in the late 
Sixties. 

The success of Captain 
Marvel helped spawn other 
patriotic heroes like the American 
Avenger, The American Crusader, 
The American Eagle, Mr. Liberty, 
U.S. Jones, The Liberator, The 
Flag, Flagman, Captain Flag, 
Captain Freedom, Captain Glory, 
Captain Red Cross, Captain V, 
Captain Victory and even Major 
Liberty and Major Victory. 
Women also got into the spirit of 
the times with Liberty Belle, Miss 
America, Miss Victory, Pat Patriot 
and Yankee Girl leading the way. 

It got so bad that Timely, the 
publisher of Captain America, had 
to run ads warning readers about 
imitators and announcing boldly 
that “There Is Only One Captain 
America” and that they would 
“prosecute to the full extent of the 
law any and all acts of 


infringement.” Ironically, after the 
first issue, Captain America had to 
change his triangular shield to a 
round one because the original 
design reportedly infringed on 
ML)’s The Shield. 

It was not just the super- 
heroes who fought the war. 
Military Comics introduced a 
group of six men from different 
countries who joined together to 
battle the Nazi hordes. These men 
were pilots known as The 
Blackhawks. Kids got involved as 
well. The Boy Commandos and 
the Newsboy Legion fought for 
America as effectively as 
costumed heroes. “Thrill-packed 
adventures of fearless American 
boys fighting for democracy” 
proclaimed the cover of issue one 
of Young Allies where Captain 
America’s partner, Bucky and the 
Human Torch’s kid partner, Toro, 
led a gang of boys to smash 
Hitler’s evil plans. 

Superman himself didn’t shy 
away from the conflict and his 
covers showcased his heroic 
endeavors like riding on a bomb 
down to its target or swimming 
towards frightened Nazis in a 
U-boat. At the time, the real Hitler 
was prompted to state that “This 
Superman must be a Jew!” 

In a way, the comic books 
did help to win the war. They 
encouraged kids to buy war 
stamps and war bonds to help the 
war effort. They provided 
welcome relief to war weary 
servicemen and women. They 
were highly effective propaganda 
pieces that tapped into the 
patriotic fervor of the time and 
united Americans in their desire to 
fight for democracy. 

While comic books were 
enjoying a tremendous surge of 
popularity, some of that growth 
was severely curtailed because of 
wartime paper allocations that did 
not permit greater expansion. 
Another factor was that the comic 
book writers and artists were 
being drafted (or enlisted) and 
while some were still able to 
continue doing comic book work 
where they were stationed, many 
could not. 

When the war finally ended, 
publishers desperately 
experimented with different 
genres to maintain their market 
superiority. 


Jim Korkis is a comics historian and 
author of several books. 
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